WEARING  HIMSELF  OUT            IO7
" Christ taught that riches were a positive
curse. Did employers of labour and owners of
property think they would find mansions in
heaven for a few favoured angels, and slums
and hovels for the great mass of their fellows ?
Did they think they would be able to compel
their fellow-angels to pay rent for the right to
rest their weary wings on the banks of the
river Jordan ? Did they think that there were
going to be iron and coal masters revelling in
luxury and oppressing the millions whose toil
made the luxury possible ?
" If they thought those things would not be
in heaven, by what right did they continue
them on earth ? British Cabinet Ministers,
except Lord Morley, would say they believed
in Christ. Yet there were districts in London,
and elsewhere, where mothers sat weeping over
children who were crying for food. In the
public schools they would see the little toddling
things in ragged clothing, boots full of holes,
bellies without food, with drawn pinched faces
and wide-open staring eyes. The statesmen
who had the power to cure that kind of thing
and did not were insulting Christ by pro-
fessing to be His followers."
He went to see a play about the persecuted
early Christians.    He saw on the stage, he said,
" the * Christian ministers 5 at the beginning -
poor men, haggard, ill-fed, impetuous, en-
thusiastic, trudging from village to village